
 
 
 
What is the mission of a particular congregation? 

 
 
The mission is the proximate purpose that 
emerges at the intersection of Identity, Values 
and Context for a particular congregation. 
 

 

 

 

From the work our Search Committee did in Fall 2018 
(​https://www.firstuustlouis.org/first-church-online-forms/file-cabinet#overlay-context=users/yvette​). 

 

https://www.firstuustlouis.org/first-church-online-forms/file-cabinet#overlay-context=users/yvette


We will briefly consider if we are different now in Jan. 2021 and then go on to consider some additional 

aspects of who we are.  We will attempt to share with each other how we describe various aspects of our 

personal identity such as: How do we describe where we live (urban/suburban/rural)? Single or 

multi-generational household? How do we describe our own personal economic status? How do we describe 

our individual political identities? How would we characterize our theological identities more deeply than a 

one-word label? How important is rationality to our understanding of the world?  How important is emotional 

connection to our understanding of the world? How important is continuity and ritual to our sense of 

community? How do we live out our faith in our lives? How do we approach conversations with people we 

know, or suspect, are very like us? How does that differ from conversations with people we know, or suspect 

are different from ourselves? 

Our challenge for this conversation is to speak entirely from the “I” and to stay as descriptive as possible, 

rather than looking for pattern or significance, or being judgmental of other’s self-characterizations.  

 

How the session will run. 

1. First 5-10 min. review of the summary chart  – reminder of what we are doing, reactions/ changes we 

think have happened - we are not going to argue these, we are going to share our perceptions of the 

information. 

2. Then move to the descriptions questions:  

a. Start with the where we live sequence 

b. Get into theological description, rational/emotional needs, living our faith questions  

c. End with conversations across differences 


