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Jazz as Resistance

Rev. Kim Mason
January 11th, 2026
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements

Prelude Blue Monk by Thelonius Monk

Annette Peterson

Annette Peterson

Today’s music performed by First U Choir members, Pamela Geppert, Greg Hoeltzel and Dwight Homer

Call to Worship

Opening Hymn #119 Once to Every Soul and Nation

Once to every soul and nation comes the moment to decide,

in the strife of truth with falsehood, for the good or evil side:

then to stand with truth is noble, when we share its wretched crust;
ere that cause bring fame and profit, and ‘tis prosperous to be just.

Though the cause of evil prosper, yet ‘tis truth alone is strong;
though its portion be the scaffold, and upon the throne be wrong.
Then it is the brave one chooses, while the coward stands aside,
till the multitude make virtue of the faith they have denied.

Chalice Lighting

Sung Response

Come as we light this candle of memory.
Come as we light this candle of hope.
Come as we light this candle of reverence.

Come into the flame. Come into the flame.
Words and Music by Tony Fathman

Connection Moment Francis Ellen Watkins Harper
Children’s Recessional #118 This Little Light
Reading Where Our Protest Sound by Lenelle Moise

Reflection

Rev. Kim Mason

Annette Peterson

Rev. Sabrina Trupia

Annette Peterson

Rev. Kim Mason



Song Backwater Blues by Bessie Smith

Joys and Concerns Rev. Kim Mason
Pastoral Prayer Rev. Kim Mason
Sung Response #123

Spirit of Life, come unto me.

Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion.
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea;

move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.
Roots hold me close; wings set me free;

Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me.

Reading Harlem by Langston Hughes Annette Peterson
Reflection Rev. Kim Mason
Call for the Offering Rev. Kim Mason
Offertory Moanin’ by Bobby Timmons, composer; Jon Hendricks, lyrics

Art Blakey and the Jazz Messengers

Gratitude

Reading Songs for the People by Frances Ellen Watkins Harper ~ Annette Peterson
Song For What It’s Worth by Stephen Stills, Buffalo Springfield

Reflection Rev. Kim Mason

Closing Hymn #116 I’m on My Way
I’'m on my way to the freedom land.

I’'m on my way to the freedom land.

I’'m on my way to the freedom land.

I’'m on my way, great God, I'm on my way.

I asked my sibling, come and go with me...
I asked my sibling, come and go with me...
I asked my sibling, come and go with me...
I’'m on my way, great God, I'm on my way.

If they say no, I'll go anyhow....
If they say no, I'll go anyhow....
If they say no, I'll go anyhow....
1I'm on my way, great God, I'm on my way.



I’'m on my way, and I won t turn back...
I'm on my way, and I won t turn back...
I’'m on my way, and I won t turn back...
I’'m on my way, great God, I'm on my way.

Closing Words Rev. Kim Mason
Postlude St. James Infirmary Blues Jazz arrangement by Irving Mills

This morning's flowers are given by Margaret Weck and Jamie Laing with gratitude for the community
that helps us keep hope alive in trying times.

Serving Us This Morning
Greeters: Betty Neill and Grace Munie
Ushers: Sheryll Coulter and Gary Parks

A/V: Tom Finan

Music Notes
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Welcome to this religious community
where we affirm the dignity, worth, and freedom

of all who enter our doors.

Here we seek to live together in relationship and respect so that we may embrace and celebrate our
differences. Understanding that we need not think alike to love alike, our religious values invite us to a
shared journey of truth and meaning. Sincerity and connection guide our religious community and call

us into deeper association with ourselves and our world.

We welcome people of all ages, races, classes, ethnicities, abilities, sexual orientations and gender
identities. First Unitarian Church of St. Louis is a Welcoming Congregation committed to the inclusion
of LGBTQIAA+ individuals, families and communities in the life of our congregation. We are a Green

Sanctuary Church, committed to sustainable practices and ethical consumption on our building and

grounds.
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Weekly E-News from First Unitarian Church of St. Louis

Worship Service

Sunday, January 11th, 2026

Jazz as Resistance with Rev. Kim Mason
Music has long been an avenue for inspiration and expressions of resistance. This morning we celebrate
the history of Jazz the art of resistance.

Designated Collection - Welcome Neighbor

Welcome Neighbor partners with refugee and immigrant families to support their integration to St.
Louis. Welcome Neighbor pairs volunteers to teach English, organizes driving lessons, and direct
support of refugee families with transportation and household needs. They offer a unique Supper Club
program which supports refugee women in generating income through catering. Nominated by Sherry
Bassi.

You can make your donation by putting cash or a check made out to First Uniataroam (with Designated
Collection in the memo line) in the collection plate on Sunday morning. Or you can use the QR code to
make an online donation. Thank you for your generosity.

Watch on YouTube Here.
https://youtube.com/live/6_fIxXmUP8&8

This Week at First UU STL

Sunday, January 11th, 2026

10:00 am - 11:00 am -- Worship Service (in person and online)

11:30 am - 12:15 pm - Newcomer Chat (Dodson Room)

Monday, January 12th, 2026

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Policy Board Meeting (online) Please Note - All Board meetings are open for
members to attend as observers. Please contact Administrator Lynn Hunt for the link.
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm - Herzog Covenant Group (off site)

Tuesday, January 13th, 2026

12:00 am - 2:00 pm - Women's Alliance - Lunch and Program (online & in person)
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm - Human Rights Social Witnessing (Kingshighway & Waterman)
Check with Office to Make Sure Event is Happening

5:30 pm - 7:00 pm - Personnel Committee (C1)

Wednesday, January 14th, 2026

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm - Choir Practice


https://www.firstuustlouis.org/
https://youtube.com/live/6_fIxXmUP88

Saturday, January 17th, 2026

5:00 pm - 8:30 pm - Mid-Winter Meeting (Fellowship Hall)

Sunday, January 18th, 2025

10:00 am - 11:00 am -- Worship Service (in person and online)

11:30 am - 12:00 pm - Wrapped in Love Scarf Project (Kingshighway and Waterman)
11:30 am - 12:30 pm - Membership Committee (C1)

Upcoming Services

January Worship Theme
Practicing Resistance

January 18th, 2026 - Rev. Martin Luther King Sunday with Rev. Sabrina Trupia
January 25th, 2026 - Tikkun Olam with Rev. Kim Mason
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Joys and Concerns
Joys

Concerns
Healing thoughts and prayers to Nadine Vlietstra who is recovering from RSV.

As a church community, each of us is an integral part of the care and concerns network. SHARE a Joy or
Concern with us by clicking the button below or email your joy or concern to
careandconcern@firstuustlouis.org

Submit Joy or Concern Online:
https:/forms.gle/PwiiwMGuMuvUB6g2 A

Religious Education for Children

This Sunday 1/11 10am-11am

Children begin in church service and then join their classes after the connection moment.
Nursery is open for younger children.

Click on the QR Code to register children and youth for Religious Education.

Church News & Events

Newcomer Chat

Are you new to First Unitarian? Do you want to meet members and learn more about this church?

Plan to attend the Newcomer Chat this Sunday, January 11th at 11:30 am in the Dodson Room. This is a
chance to meet with members and for you to get to know more about this church and Unitarian
Universalism in general.



mailto:careandconcern@firstuustlouis.org
https://forms.gle/PwiiwMGuMuvUB6g2A

Save the Date -- Mid-Winter Meeting January 17th, 2026
Gather at 5:00 pm; Potluck Dinner at 5:30 pm; Program at 6:30 pm
Program will include updates from the Policy Board and other programs and initiatives.
All ages welcome.
Hope to see You!

Field of Dreams Fundraiser

Help First U build it, so they will come! On Saturday, February 7th, you can join your fellow
members and friends for an evening of trivia, games, stadium food, and--most important--a chance to
support our overtaxed building reserve fund. We will auction a few hot items, including dinners, bike
rides, and an opportunity to stay at Scot and Joanne Boulton's casita in Santa Fe, NM or the Ross/Eby
condo on Sanibel Island

We need volunteers to help with all aspects of the event: hospitality, games, planning,
auction/contribution management, check-in, and, of course, setup and cleanup. We also welcome
contributions for the auction/sale. You can find more information about volunteer roles and sign up on
the forms in Fellowship Hall or look for a committee member in Fellowship Hall after the service.

Makers Ministry: Wrapped In Love Project 2026

Makers Ministry is again collecting handmade and donated (new) scarves for a Wrapped in Love scarf
give-away planned for MLK Day. Scarves will be draped on the church fence in a colorful “scarf
bombing” display with a Wrapped in Love/ Free Scarves sign. Please look for a donation basket in
Fellowship Hall during the months of Dec. and Jan. All are welcome to help us drape the scarves on the
fence after church on Sunday Jan. 18th.

Love at the Center Book Club

February 1st (7:00 - 8:30 pm - online)

The Love at the Center Book Club will meet on Sunday, February 1st at 7PM on Zoom.

February 1st, 2026 selection: The Fall of Affirmative Action by Justin Driver. For decades, affirmative
action reshaped not just American higher education but the broader society, opening doors that had been
closed for centuries and transforming who entered the pathways to power. But the Supreme Court in
2023 killed affirmative action in Students for Fair Admissions v. Harvard, a decision hailed by the right
as a triumph of conservative colorblindness and decried by the left as requiring the end of racial equity.
Both sides, Yale Law School professor Justin Driver contends, are wrong. (Amazon)

The Safe Side of the Fence - Film Viewing and Discussion with Film Maker
January 9th, 2026 - 6:45 pm

World War II's Manhattan Project required the refinement of massive amounts of uranium, and St.
Louis-based Mallinckrodt Chemical Works took on the job. As a result, the chemical company's
employees would become some of the most contaminated nuclear workers in history. This documentary
explores the legacy that St. Louis is still coping with, from workers who became ill - to the challenges of
dealing with the fallout of creating some of the world's first nuclear waste. The story is not unique to St.
Louis, as more than 300 facilities across America would become part of the race to build the bomb, and
be forced to deal with many of the same issues. A detailed look into what some of the men and women
went through inside these plants, and how decisions made in the past, affect us all today.

—Tony West, Filmmaker

Sign-Up Here


https://www.imdb.com/search/title/?plot_author=Tony%20West&view=simple&sort=alpha&ref_=ttpl_pl_1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSec2wVDw-QeudRcWmJxEUoluZZGjYaMO0YGml8ogjjcZfeJ5Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor

December 8th, 2025 Board Meeting Summary
Rev. Kim and others reviewed information provided by the state of Missouri and the city of St. Louis
about setting up a daytime warming center. Months of preparation to support this effort are anticipated,
including recruitment and training of volunteers. It has been determined that the Church would not be
able to support a warming center this winter. Because congregational support of this effort in the future
is necessary, a proposal will be created by the Social Responsibility Committee and then presented to the
Congregation at the Annual Meeting.
Some people didn’t get the message after the Saturday 11/29 snowstorm that the Sunday church service
would be online only, even after emails were sent and information was posted on the church website.
Board members discussed the issue and determined that the best approach would be to remind church
attendees during weekly announcements that if there is more than 2” of snow, they should check the
website for changes to the church service.
The Committee on Ministry is looking at redefining its purpose and changing its focus. Committee
members will investigate other approaches and prepare a report to be presented to the Board.
The Board passed a motion in support of contributions to the hourly Staff Appreciation Fund.
Submitted by Betty Neill

Guest at Your Table

Guest at Your Table (GAYT) is the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s annual intergenerational
program to raise support for and awareness about key human rights issues. Since UUSC works in more
than 20 countries, with over 50 grassroots partners, there are thousands of individuals involved in and
who benefit from the work that our members make possible. The program is an opportunity to celebrate
grassroots partnership, support human rights, and learn about just four of these individuals—the
“guests” in Guest at Your Table.

On Sunday morning pick up a GAYT box in Fellowship Hall. Each time you have a meal or snack drop
some coins into the box. We will collect the boxes on Sunday, January 18th, 2026. All monies collected
will be contributed to the UUSC in order to support their programming.

Women’s Alliance January Programming
January 13 — 12:00 Brown Bag Lunch - 1:00 — Dr. Stanley Birge
January 20- 12:00 Brown Bag Lunch - 1:00 - Emily Jaycox

First Unitarian of St. Louis Human Rights Matter Vigil
The Human Rights Matter Vigil at First U. The vigil is held weekly on Tuesday from 3:30 - 4:30pm.
Please join us at First UU along Kingshighway to witness human rights concerns. You may bring your
own sign or hold one you choose at the vigil. Please keep the focus of signs on human rights matters
and bring your energy and smile. All are welcome! Let's show the afternoon commuters what Love at
the Center looks like!
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Online Giving is Easier than Ever Before!
Our online giving platform, Vanco, is now easier to use than ever before. You can easily set up regular
pledge payments, donate to specific funds or purchase tickets to church events on our new web based
site (https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZCVK/home) or you can install the app on your phone (this is ideal
for Sunday morning offering). Use the QR code below to download the app. Any questions — contact
Administrator, Lynn Hunt.



https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZCVK/home

Our Mission

We strive to be a welcoming congregation, inspiring lives of loving kindness and integrity by nurturing

spirituality, building community, and advancing justice

** Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitarianSTL)

** https://www.instagram.com/first_unitarian_stl/ (https://www.instagram.com/first unitarian_stl/)**

Website (https://www.firstuustlouis.org/)

** YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/@FirstUnitarianSTL)

** TikTok (https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZT840XuQM/)

Our mailing address is:

5007 Waterman Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri 63108

(314) 361-0595
Staff
Rev. Kim Mason, Minister

Rev. Sabrina Trupia, Minister of Congregational Life

Lynn Hunt, Administration
Augustine Underwood, Office Asst.
Allen Hoffman, Organist

Joel Knapp, Choir Director

Moe Hurst, A/V Technician

Policy Board

Board President — Kathy Wilke

Vice President — Chris Kocher
Secretary — Sidney Watson

Treasurer - Margaret Weck

Member — Betty Neill

Member - Carl Bassi

Member - Mike Bray

Member - Deborah Cavanaugh-Grant
Member - Lisa Ross

Member - Chris Peterson

Church Council

Cathy Rauch, Chair

Tom Finan, Facilities

Kathy Wire, Stewardship

Fran Hoffman, Outreach & Social Responsibility
Erin Milligan, Outreach & Engagement
Grace Munie, Programming Cluster


https://www.facebook.com/FirstUnitarianSTL
https://www.firstuustlouis.org/
https://www.youtube.com/@FirstUnitarianSTL
https://www.tiktok.com/t/ZT84oXuQM/

