First Unitarian Church of St. Louis
Policy on Public and Private Portions of the Building and Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE)
Date of Board Approval: April 14, 2025

Purpose: To provide guidance to the Church minister, staff, leaders, and members if an ICE
agent enters the Church. This policy defines our long-standing practice regarding which parts
of our church building are public and private. It states that the policy of First Unitarian
Church is to require a search warrant to enter or search a private area of the building. It also
specifies what volunteers and staft should do if an ICE agent, or other law enforcement
officer, enters or requests entry to the church building.

Background: On January 20, 2025, the Trump Administration rescinded a long-standing
guidance policy that required Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents to refrain
from immigration enforcement actions in certain sensitive areas, including in and around
places of worship. If ICE seeks to enter a place of worship, they may enter parts open to the
public, such as lobbies and parking lots, like any other member of the public. However, for
immigration enforcement to enter or search a private area within a church, the Fourth
Amendment requires a valid judicial warrant signed by a judge, consent from a responsible
party, or “probable cause” to believe that the search may reveal unlawful activity. (see
attachment 1 describing differences between Judicial and Administrative warrants).

I. Public and Private Spaces
1. On Sunday mornings and at other times of worship and fellowship, portions of
the church building are open to the public including the first floor lobby, second floor
landing and entry room, Dodson Room, Sanctuary, Learned Library, Fellowship Hall,
and bathrooms connected to the Dodson Room and Fellowship Hall. At other times,
these parts of the building are private.
2. The religious education rooms, Clark Room, and Hope Chapel are private spaces
unless made public for a special public event.



3. The Hosmer room (the minister’s study), the Minister’s office, the administrator’s
office, the religious educator’s office, the AV room, and the choir room are private
spaces.

4. Outside of Sunday mornings and other times of worship and fellowship, the church
building, including the lobby, is private and open to those who are invited into the
space.

I1. The policy of First Unitarian Church is to require a law enforcement agent to have
a judicial warrant to enter or search a private area of the building.

II1. Procedure should ICE (or other law enforcement) seek to enter or search private
parts of the building

Procedure during Sunday and other times of worship and fellowship:

1. Should ICE agents or other law enforcement officers assisting ICE, seek to enter the
church building, greeters will have a script in the greeter’s binder with instructions
including this statement, "I cannot let you enter the private spaces of this building
without a signed judicial warrant. Let me contact someone who can talk with you.
Please wait here or outside until that person is available"

2. The greeter will text or phone the designated ICE liaison who will review the

document to determine it is, in fact, a judicial warrant and determine next steps.

3. In all cases, a greeter or the designated ICE liaison will remain with the ICE agent

or other law enforcement officer while in the building.

4. The greeters are not to answer any questions or provide any information to ICE

agents. They can explain to members, friends, visitors, and others that they have a

Constitutional right to refuse to talk to or answer questions from ICE agents or other

law enforcement. There will be available copies of written “red cards” (see attachment

2), or similar brief explanations, describing people’s Constitutional rights when

approached by ICE agents or other law enforcement assisting them.

During events sponsored by outside individuals and organizations



Church administration staff will inform individuals and organizations renting Church
space for approved activities of the Church’s policy on public and private spaces and
requirement for law enforcement agents, including ICE, to have a valid judicial warrant
to enter private areas, including providing them with a copy of this policy.
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JUDICIAL WARRANTS v. IMMIGRATION WARRANTS
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You have constitutional rights:

+ DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR if an immigration agent is
knocking on the door.

* DO NOT ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS from an
|mm|?rat|on agent If they try o talk to you. You have the
right o remain silent.
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+ If you are outside of your home, ask the agent if you are
free to leave and If they say yes, leave calmly.

* GIVE THIS CARD TO THE AGENT. If you are inside of
your home, show the card through the window or slide it
under the door.
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| do not give you permission o search any of my
belorglngs ba on my 4th Amendment nghts
| choose 1o exercise my constitutional rights.

These cards are avaiable to citizens and noncitizens alike.
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